Anglemyer, Charles A. – Charles was born near Toledo, Ohio in December of 1845.

His parents

were William and Joanna Hilborn Anglemyer.
The Anglemyer’s came to America in 1752 and settled in Pennsylvania. Charles’ grandfather, John
(1780-1824), and his father, William (1807-abt 1886) were born there.
The family was in Columbiana County, Ohio when John died in 1824 and William at, 17 years of age,
became the ‘man of the house’. They returned to Pennsylvania where William married Joanna Hilborn
in Bucks County on December 30, 1828.
Joanna was born in the Ontario area of Canada and had family there. She and William apparently lived
in Canada at times as their oldest daughter, Mary, was born in Canada in 1831. After her birth they must
have returned to Ohio as their oldest son, James, was born there in 1832. Then back to Canada where a
son, William, was born in 1836 and a daughter, Joanna, born in 1839. At the time of the 1840 census
they were back in Green, Columbiana County, Ohio; and then moved to Henry County, Ohio, where
Charles was born in 1845.
From the “Fayette County History” (Iowa) published in 1878:
ANGLEMYER, WILLIAM, farmer, S. 29; P.O. Brush Creek; born in Bucks Co., Penn., April 5, 1807,
where he married Joanna Hilborn Dec. 30, 1828; they emigrated and settled on their present
farm in March, 1860, consisting of 290 acres, worth $8,000. Republican; members of Christian
Church. Mary A., James, William H., Joanna and Charles are the names of their children. Mr. A.
purchased his land in this county in 1857, but did not settle on his farm till 1860.
In 1860 they had moved on to Brush Creek, Fairfield, Iowa. The two oldest, Mary Ann and James were
no longer with the family. Both had married and, for now, remained in Henry County Ohio.
Charles Anglemyer and Permelia Massee were married on December 24, 1874 in Fayette County, Iowa.
Their first child, Irene, was born in Iowa in 1876. From this time on, the Massee and Anglemyer families
traveled together. By 1880 they were farming in Rooks County Kansas. Both of William’s sisters and
their families also made the trek to Kansas. They settled in the area of Stockton, which had only been
first settled in 1871 and the area was still very ‘Wild West’ in character.
Sometime between 1880 and 1885 William Anglemyer died. Joanna lived to the age of 89 years and
died on February 2, 1899. Permelia’s father, Edmund Massee, died in 1882, and her mother, Lucina,
died in 1887. Both are buried in Stockton, Kansas. (I have not found the gravesites of William and
Joanna.)
A sister of Charles, Joanna Anglemyer Carr Fallis died in 1920. Her second marriage was to a prominent
attorney in Stockton and her nephew, Fredrick Burlin was living with them at the time of the 1885
census.
At the time of the 1900 census, Fredrick’s mother, Mary Anglemyer Burlin was in Topeka, Kansas at the
State Insane Asylum. I expect you may have read stories of pioneer women losing their minds on the
Kansas plains in these days. It was a very difficult life and many women lost their minds due to day after
day of hot, dry winds, blowing sand, no rain, crops failing and more strife. Their homes were often not
much more than a cave dug into the ground. The 1900 census record is 20 pages (plus one page with

only one entry). Each page lists 50 people. The first 3 pages are all staff of the facility. Pages 4 thru line
14 of page 9 are women. The rest are all men. This is a sad story. I have not located a date of death or
burial site for Mary Ann.
Charles and Permelia had two more children while they were in Kansas. The first was Della Grace, born
in 1883. She never married and lived with her parents for most of her life. Their youngest child, Martin,
was born on December 12, 1884. All of his life he believed he was born in December 1885 and all of his
official records will give that date. However, he is listed in the March, 1885 Kansas State census as 3
months old, so he must have been born in the previous December. Somehow the family just lost track
of his birth year.
All his adult years in Iowa and Kansas, Charles worked as a farmer. Sometime between 1889 and 1891
the family moved to Denver. I wonder if his sister’s commitment to the Insane Asylum could have
influenced that decision.
I first find them in the Denver City Directory in 1892. They are not listed in 1889. There is no Directory
available for 1890 and 1891. They were in Denver in August of 1891 as their oldest daughter, Irene, died
of Diphtheria at that time and is buried at Fairmount Cemetery.
All records of Charles while he lived in Denver indicate he worked as a Teamster, as did his son, Martin.
Permelia dies in January of 1914 and Charles marries Millie Mathers in September of the next year.
The 1922 directory implies that Mille and Charles were no longer together. In 1923 Charles and
daughter Della Grace were living together at 1303 Osage. Millie died in January, 1926.
There was a lot of turmoil in their lives at this time and I expect this may have been when they were
forced to move to the Poor Farm. Charles would have been about 80 years old. As those were the days
before social security, he most likely lived past the time he had reserves for and was too old to find
gainful employment. Life expectancy at that time was much younger and most of the population had
spent their lives farming. As a farmer you were lucky to get a crop every year in order to feed your
family, and be able to barter or sell enough for the extras your family needed. Not much chance to save
for an old age well into your 80’s. Charles died at 90 years old in July of 1936 –a year after social
security was enacted, but not implemented until 1940. His daughter, Della had died in December, 1931
at the age of 48.
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About the Photos:

In the 1892 Denver City Directory the Anglemyer’s are listed as residing at 965 S. 9th.
corner of 9th and Corona is the elementary school Martin and
his sisters attended. It was built in 1889, originally named
Corona school; the name was changed to Dora Moore in
1929. The school is listed as a national landmark and was
completely restored inside and out in 2004. The photo below
was taken on the steps of this school.

This

At the

school photo shows Martin and his sister, Della Grace, taken about 1895 on the front steps
of Corona School. Martin is the little round
face in the very center of the photo and his
sister Grace is the little round face in the black
dress in the front row on the far right.
Compare these faces to the faces in the studio
photo below taken about 1890. I have cropped
them from the school photo and pasted them to
the studio photo for easy comparison. My
mother had identified her father, Martin, but
we are using a best guess for Della.

I am guessing this photo of Martin and Della was taken about 1891 or
1892. Della was born in August 1883 and Martin a year and four months
later. Note how much taller Della is than Martin and there is not a

lot of difference in their ages. Martin was a small person, even as an
adult.
Irene was the oldest child of Charles and
Permelia. She was born in 1876 and died of
diphtheria in August of 1891 in Denver. This
photo must have been taken shortly before
she died.
I regret not having any photos of Charles.
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